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“So long, Farewell”

Reflecting on a Year of Service and Community  

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
Craig Brodksy: 410-783-4014  
George Mahaffey: 410-783-4993

 As the 
saying goes, time 
flies when you’re 
having fun – and 
working with 
our amazing 
members and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
staff.  	
I would like to 
highlight some 
of the work of 

the Executive Council and Committees 
over the past twelve months.  You 
organized and attended twenty-eight 
CLEs on topics spanning trial practice, 
mindfulness, depositions, appellate 
procedure, Artificial Intelligence, dog 
bite cases, developments in family 

law, co-parenting, neurodivergence, 
the Appointments Clause, and ethics.  
You engaged with the association and 
its members at eighteen networking 
events including many events featuring 
members of the District, Circuit, and 
Appellate Courts.  You volunteered at 
the first ever estate planning clinic with 
Senior Legal Services and Johns Hopkins 
University.  You served nearly 200 older 
adults at Law Day for Seniors.  You 
reinvigorated our mentorship program 
with the Young Lawyers’ Division.  All 
the while you worked seamlessly with our 
new Executive Director Natalie Foster.

At last year’s annual meeting, Judge 
Battaglia remarked that bar association 
membership is self-care.  Through the 
BABC, I’ve made wonderful friendships, 

had opportunities to learn outside of my 
specific practice, and found ways to be of 
service.  I hope that you find acceptance 
here, build relationships, discover new 
areas for learning, and are of service in 
a way that gives meaning and purpose.  

As I finish this chapter, I am fortunate 
to be continuing as the steward of our 
mentorship program which endeavors to 
pair new and more experienced lawyers 
with similar interests and practice areas 
and provides special emphasis on how to 
become a leader of the BABC.  I hope you 
will consider participating as a mentor 
or mentee.  You can express interest by 
checking the box when you renew your 
membership.  

Finally, we are very fortunate to 
have Judge La Zette Ringgold-Kirksey 

as our new President.  Judge Ringgold-
Kirksey’s strong work ethic, thoughtful 
temperament, and perseverance will 
serve our members well, along with the 
incredibly talented and hard-working 
Executive Council and Young Lawyers’ 
Division led by Jacob Dorfman.  

The bar year is not over quite yet.  
I hope to see you at our programs this 
month.  SLS hosts a second estate 
planning clinic with Johns Hopkins 
University, the YLD ice cream social 
is a treat, and at the end of the month 
we celebrate the Executive Council and 
welcome Natalie Foster at our end of year 
reception.

As always, I am grateful to you.

As the bar 
year comes to a 
close, I want to 
reflect on all the 
Young Lawyers’ 
Division has 
a c c ompl i she d 
a n d ,  m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t l y, 
w h at  t ho s e 

accomplishments say about the future of 
our local bar.

The YLD was everywhere it should 
be this year. We were at the University 
of Baltimore and University of Maryland 
law student activities fairs to meet and 
welcome students into the broader 
legal community, while increasing 
the visibility of the Bar Association of 

Baltimore City. We hosted our annual 
Mix & Mingle to bring new and familiar 
members together. We gathered for wine 
tasting, a cocktail-making class, Yappy 
Hour, Paint Night, our Spring Social, 
and other events that brought members 
together in a more relaxed setting.

We also continued the important 
work of helping young lawyers grow in 
the profession. Through our mentorship 
program, newer attorneys had the 
opportunity to connect with more 
experienced lawyers and judges. Through 
CLEs like Breakfast with the Bench 
and Tips on Tap, we created spaces for 
practical learning and candid advice. 

Just as importantly, the YLD remained 
committed to serving the community. 
We collected food for Baltimore City 
students. We staffed a naturalization 
clinic. And, of course, we continued 

one of our longest and most meaningful 
traditions: the annual holiday party for 
children living in shelters. These efforts 
reflect the best of the YLD.

I am proud not only of the programs 
themselves, but of the people who made 
them possible. None of this happens 
by accident; it happens because young 
lawyers volunteer their time after long 
workdays, plan events between hearings 
and deadlines, show up to events, invite 
others in, and believe that this profession 
is better when we build it together.

That gives me the most hope for the 
future. The next generation of Baltimore 
lawyers is talented, generous, creative, 
and deeply committed to this City and 
the legal profession. They understand 
that our work includes mentorship, 
collegiality, and service, and that building 
institutions for the future matters.

It has been a privilege to be part of 
this year with the YLD. I am grateful to 
everyone who planned an event, attended 
a program, mentored a young lawyer, 
donated to a service project, welcomed a 
law student, or simply showed up. Each 
act, large or small, helped strengthen our 
bar and our City.

The work of the YLD will continue, 
as it always has, because there will always 
be new lawyers to welcome, new leaders 
to encourage, and new ways to serve 
Baltimore City. I am confident that the 
future of the YLD is bright because of 
the community we continue to build 
together.

Thank you for making this year 
meaningful. I look forward to seeing 
what the YLD does next.

Hon. Evelyn Lombardo 
Cusson, 

BABC President

Derek Van De Walle, 
YLD Chair

RAISE THE BAR BY
ATTENDING BAR EVENTS
Find and register for events at
www.baltimorebar.org/ecalendar
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