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Lawyers Learn Differently- And Why It Matters

YLD Bar Report (February 2026) 

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
John Prisbe: 410-244-7798
Karen Malinowski: 410-767-5727

L e a r n i n g - 
the process by 
which each of 
us takes the 
many outputs 
t h a t  o u r 
brains receive 
each day, and 
decide to use 
these outputs 
to implement 

the knowledge in a meaningful way. 
Benjamin Franklin so wisely told 
us, “Tell me and I forget, teach me 
and I may remember, involve me 
and I learn.” As practitioners in the 
legal services field, we often find 
ourselves facing the challenges of 
developing trainings so that less 
experienced colleagues, pro bono 
professionals and peers might 
learn in a way that can be tangibly 
applied to their work. While legal 
content is often, for good reason, 
at the forefront of these training 
development efforts, there is a lack 
of attention paid to how, exactly, 
that content might best be conveyed 
to the learners. When your primary 
learner is also – a lawyer- there are 

varying considerations that will 
make your training more palatable, 
and eventually, more effective.

Lawyers as Critical Thinkers
Whether the ability to apply facts 

to the law is interpreted as a critical 
thinking superpower, or viewed as an 
overly analytical mindset, individuals 
educated as attorneys go through 
rigorous and intentional training to 
be able to think in a certain way. 
Once it becomes a part of the tools 
that a lawyer has, this new lens of 
critical thinking begins to shape how 
attorneys intake all information, and 
thus, how lawyers learn. In fact, there 
are books written to highlight the 
benefits of this style of approaching 
new evidence for the general non-
attorney population. In Thinking Like 
a Lawyer: A Framework for Teaching 
Critical Thinking to All Students, 
author Colin Seale highlights aspects 
of legal thinking that can be applied 
to youth in formational stages of 
education. His website, thinklaw.
us, emphasizes that critical thinking 
skills are essential for all educators 
in primary and secondary schools, 
and offers a panoply of resources to 

increase lawyer-like thinking skills in 
the general population as their brains 
grow. Similarly, in her book How to 
Think Like a Lawyer- and Why: A 
Common Sense Guide to Everyday 
Dilemmas, law professor Kim Wehle 
teaches non-attorneys to use the 
legal brain for advantages in buying 
homes, salary negotiations and 
everyday life decisions. Professor 
Wehle makes the point that breaking 
complex issues down into smaller 
parts that are more digestible 
supports better decision making.

So where does this enviable, 
replicable skill of critical thinking 
come from? Well, the process of 
Socratic questioning, still used 
in the majority of introductory 
law classes across the nation, is 
intended to have the learner apply 
the law and facts instead of listening 
to a lengthy lecture without active 
brain engagement. In her 2017 
article, Shirlene Brown writes on 
lawschooltoolbox.com about the 
challenges in turning off the lawyer 
brain. She notes that law students and 
attorneys begin to analyze all inputs 
through a legal lens, for even when 

enjoying an episode of a favorite 
tv show, the legal brain will begin 
to overanalyze, imagine random 
hypotheticals, and work through 
them. And this idea of lawyers 
brains being “re-trained” when they 
become an attorney is not new- in 
the Journal of Legal Education in 
1983, published by the Association 
of American Law Schools, John O. 
Mudd stated, “[a]sk any lawyer or 
law professor to identify the most 
important features of a sound legal 
education and inevitably at the head 
of the list will be training to ‘think 
like a lawyer’”. In a more recent 
analysis, a May 2019 article on 
forbes.com by Mark A. Cohen speaks 
to the need to apply these traditional 
lawyering brain skills to the digital 
age, and acknowledges, that critical 
thinking and problem solving are 
“key elements of traditional legal 
pedagogy.” With this understanding, 
that for generations, attorney brains 
have been intentionally trained 
to learn differently- how do we 
move forward with development 
of continued legal education in a 
meaningful way?

The Young 
L a w y e r s ’ 
Division took 
a brief pause 
in January to 
r e c u p e r a t e , 
recharge, and, 
like much of 
Baltimore, do 
a fair amount 
o f  s n o w 
s h o v e l i n g . 

We’re returning in February with 
renewed energy and an exciting 
slate of programming focused 
on connection, creativity, and 

professional development.
In early February, the YLD 

participated in a Judicial Clerkship 
Panel at University of Baltimore 
School of Law, co-hosted with the 
Maryland State Bar Association 
Young Lawyers’ Section. The 
panel brought together former 
law clerks from State and Federal 
Courts to offer candid advice on 
the application process, interviews, 
and life in chambers. Attendance 
was strong, and the discussion was 
especially valuable for students 
considering clerkships at both the 
trial and appellate levels.

Looking ahead, the YLD is excited 
to roll out a mix of social and service-
oriented events, including a cocktail-
making class and pizza night, the 
return of Tips on Tap featuring one of 
our local judges, and a collaboration 
with Courting Art to celebrate and 
promote the arts in Baltimore City 
public schools.

Finally, the Young Lawyers’ 
Division is pleased to announce that 
nominations are opening for the YLD 
Spring Awards, including the Rising 
Star Award, Public Service Award, 
and Sustained Leadership Award. 
These awards recognize outstanding 

young attorneys who exemplify 
excellence in the profession, 
dedication to public service, and 
sustained leadership within the 
Bar and the broader community. 
YLD members are encouraged to 
nominate deserving colleagues 
and help highlight the talent, 
commitment, and impact of young 
lawyers across Baltimore.

We look forward to seeing 
members out this spring and 
continuing to build community 
through engaging and creative 
programming.

Amy Petkovsek,
BABC Secretary

Derek Van De Walle,
YLD Chair

RAISE THE BAR BY
ATTENDING BAR EVENTS
Find and register for events at
www.baltimorebar.org/ecalendar



Wednesday, February 18, 202610A  TheDailyRecord.com

WildWomen of Maryland

March 26, 2026
12:30 - 1:30 pm

The Bar Association of Baltimore City
presents a

Women's History Month event

Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse, Room 504
Lunch will be served

Join the BABC as we welcome Lauren R. Silberman, author of
"Wild Women of Maryland Grit & Gumption in the Free State.”

This event will focus on the legacy created by several
of Maryland's most daring women,

including Margaret Brent,
Etta Maddox, and "Lady Law" Violet Hill Whyte.
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The generous support of Sustaining Members of the Bar Association of Baltimore City greatly assists this bar association in
fulfilling its mission and achieving further growth and success. The unwavering dedication of these members ensures the BABC
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If you are interested in becoming a Sustaining Member, please contact Natalie Foster at nfoster@baltimorebar.org.
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