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Collaboration, Education & Elevation - Hon. La Zette C. Ringgold=Kirksey, BABC President

Strong Start, Big Year: YLD Orientation 2026 - Jacob Dorfman, Esq., YLD Chair

As I reflect 
upon the world 
we l ive  in 
and my legal 
community, I 
find that some 
w o n d e r f u l 
things can be 
a c c ompl i s h e d 
w h e n  w e 
collaborate with 

others. Music comes to mind as some of 
the greatest contributions to the art have 
come from uncommon collaborations 
such as “Walk This Way” by RUN-DMC 
and Aerosmith, “Ain’t No Mountain High 

Enough by Marvin Gaye and Tammi 
Terrell, and “The Girl is Mine” by Michael 
Jackson and Paul McCartney.  In the legal 
realm, many brilliant legal minds such as 
Alexander Hamilton, Benjamin Franklin, 
John Adams, George Washington, James 
Madison and John Jay, came together 
to bring to life the Declaration of 
Independence and collaborated with 
others in springing forth The United 
States Constitution. This elaborate 
collaboration help construct and form 
the evolution of our society today.  

	
It is my goal to continue the mission of 
this bar by collaborating, educating and 

elevating.  For example, in the fall we 
will have a Bench Bar Conference with 
our Baltimore County neighbors of 
The Baltimore County Bar Association. 
Throughout the entire year we will 
continue to network and make 
connections with the neighboring law 
students at University of Baltimore 
School of Law and University of Maryland 
Francis King Carey School of Law. 
BABC has supported and contributed 
to the professional experiences of many 
successful lawyers, judges, magistrates, 
and other legal political figures.  As we 
collaborate with one another, we get 
to know more about each other on a 

personal note and connect. We are then 
able to have meaningful discussions, 
inspire questions, foster new ideas, and 
help each other to elevate and reach our 
next level professionally.  As the legal 
landscape continues to evolve through 
technology and legal analysis …. what 
should remain the same is the old school 
thought of good lawyering, civility and 
court decorum at its core. To do this, we 
must engage the professionally seasoned 
with the new and incoming rising stars. 
I am looking forward to what BABC will 
accomplish this year. I hope all will get 
involved, get activated, and bring in a 
new member to join in this endeavor. 

Our YLD 
o r i e n t a t i o n 
meeting was 
a wonderful 
success and a 
great way to kick 
off the year. The 
meeting gave us 
an opportunity 
to get to know 
one another, 
share ideas , 

discuss our goals, and begin building 
the foundation for what I expect will 
be a fantastic year. I was incredibly 
encouraged by the energy in the room 
and by the genuine excitement everyone 
showed for serving our YLD community.

 
I am truly excited to work with 

this year’s YLD family. We have an 
outstanding group of leaders, and I know 
that each person will bring unique ideas, 
talents, and perspectives to the table. I am 
grateful for their commitment and look 
forward to seeing what this YLD family 
will accomplish together this year. Please 
join me in welcoming the 2026–2027 
BABC YLD Officers and Committee 
Leadership:
●	YLD Chair: Jacob Dorfman
●	YLD Chair-Elect: Viola Woolums
●	YLD Secretary: Steven Kappen
●	YLD Treasurer: Stephen Craig
●	YLD Elected Member: TJ Creevy
●	YLD Member at Large: Michael 

Spanos
●	Awards Committee Chair: Greg 

Waterworth
●	CLE Committee Co-Chair: Michael 

Spanos
●	CLE Committee Co-Chair: Christina 

Araviakis
●	Events Co-Committee Chair: TJ 

Creevy
●	Events Co-Committee Chair: Jeffrey 

Sadri
●	Public Service Committee Co-

Chair: Elizabeth Caldera
●	Public Service Committee Co-

Chair: Zachary Babo
●	Membership Committee Senior Co-

Chair: Raelyn Schuh
●	Membership Committee Co-Chair: 

Alex Oyston
●	Nominating Committee and Past 

Chairs Committee Chair: Derek Van 
de Walle

●	Public Relations Committee Chair: 
Samantha Pearl

●	Policy Planning & Committee 
Chair: Viola Woolums

●	MSBA Liaison: Lauren Lake
●	Fundraising Co-Chair: Andrew Siske
●	Fundraising Co-Chair: Stephen 

Craig
●	University of Maryland Liaison: 

Marcos Lopez
 
This orientation was just the 

beginning, and I could not be more 
excited about the year ahead. Thank 
you to everyone who took time out of 
their summer to be there and to commit 
themselves to making the YLD stronger 
and more connected. I look forward to 
seeing what this incredible YLD family 
will do together this year!

Hon. La Zette C. 
Ringgold-Kirksey, 
BABC President

Jacob Dorfman, Esq. 
YLD Chair

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
Karen Malinowski: (443) 904-4805

RAISE THE BAR BY
ATTENDING BAR EVENTS
Find and register for events at
www.baltimorebar.org/ecalendar
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