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Great Lawyers Serve the Public Too.

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
Hon. Joan Bossmann Gordon (Ret): 443-681-0526

John T. Prisbe: 410-244-7798

   The gap 
between those who 
need legal help and 
those who receive it 
is growing. Housing 
instability, access 
to public benefits, 
job security, and 
i m m i g r a t i o n 
p r o c e e d i n g s 

are just a few of the areas where legal 
representation is the difference between 
securing rights and losing them. Bearing 
in mind that pro bono service is also a 
professional responsibility, the bar has an 
obligation to bridge that gap.

   And yet, each year, far too many 
citizens in Baltimore City and the State are 
left to navigate legal problems without any 
assistance at all. But you can change that.

   In a time when trust in institutions 
is low and disparities in justice persist, we 
have a responsibility to prove that legal 

protections apply to all. There are more 
than 26,000 licensed attorneys in the State 
of Maryland. Even accounting for those 
unable to participate, if every attorney took 
one pro bono case, the collective impact 
would be difficult to ignore. Thousands 
of Marylanders would gain access to legal 
help that could change, or even save, their 
lives. 

   For many, the moment a person is 
paired with a lawyer is the moment they 
begin to feel seen and heard. The value 
goes beyond that. By representing a 
tenant facing eviction, you’re preventing 
homelessness and ensuring stable living 
conditions for a vulnerable family. By 
representing a consumer, you’re helping 
people regain control of their financial 
lives. Drafting a will can preserve wealth 
in an underserved community. By 
volunteering at an immigration clinic, 
you’re offering refugees hope and a path 
forward in uncertain times.

   The Young Lawyers’ Division of the 
Bar Association of Baltimore City is proud 
to carry forward this spirit of service by 
continuing to invest in programming that 
makes a difference. We volunteer at Senior 
Law Day to provide free wills and advance 
medical directives to older adults to give 
peace of mind to people who might not 
otherwise have access to these critical 
documents. We partner with local high 
schools to educate students about the legal 
profession and encourage them to see 
themselves as future leaders in justice. We 
host an annual holiday party for children 
living in shelters, providing gifts, games, 
and a sense of normalcy and care during 
a difficult time. Finally, we contribute 
through service beyond the legal sphere, 
including community cleanups and tree 
plantings to support a cleaner, healthier 
Baltimore City.

   But we need more lawyers—
especially young lawyers—to step up. 

Whether you work in private practice, 
government, or in-house, there are 
opportunities to engage in pro bono and 
community service. Time, not experience, 
is the key requirement. If you’re not sure 
where to start, the People’s Law Library 
maintains a list of pro bono organizations 
across the State: https://www.peoples-law.
org/pro-bono-legal-representation-1. 

   I encourage all attorneys, whether 
you are just starting your career or have 
been practicing for decades, to consider 
how you might give back this bar year. If 
you can take one case, do it. If you can 
volunteer one afternoon, show up. If you 
can mentor a student or young attorney, 
reach out. On behalf of the Young Lawyers’ 
Division, thank you to those already doing 
the work, and welcome to those ready to 
begin.

Chair, Young Lawyers’ Division, 
Derek Van De Walle
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