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Over the course 
of two nights in late 
March, a packed 
dining room in 
C h i a p p a r e l l i ’ s 
restaurant in Little 
Italy rang out with 
the sounds of opera 
at the Baltimore 
Bar Foundation’s 
Spaghett i  Opera 
event.  

This longstanding, 
one-of-a-kind event is a perennial 
favorite.  After enjoying a networking 
hour at one of Little Italy’s oldest 
restaurants, guests each night 
are treated to an authentic Italian 

dinner accompanied by live opera 
performances.  This year not 
only featured performances from 
traditional Italian opera composers, 
such as Puccini and Verdi, but 
also added a mix of more modern 
composers such as Gershwin and 
Sondheim.  

The Peabody-trained singers 
reflected not only the best of 
Baltimore, but of its legal community 
as well.  The event featured soprano 
Claire Iverson, who is the daughter 
of Kelly Hughes Iverson, a partner 
at Goodell Devries.  And sharing the 
spotlight was tenor Daniel Sampson, 
the son of Judge Gregory Sampson of 
the Baltimore City Circuit Court.  

This highly successful event is 
all for a good cause.  Proceeds from 
the event support the Baltimore Bar 
Foundation, which is the charitable 
arm of the Bar Association of Baltimore 
City.  Each year, the Foundation 
provides financial support for non-
profit programs and organizations 
in Baltimore City that further the 
improvement of the administration of 
justice.  The Foundation also provides 
a partial college scholarship each 
year to a deserving Baltimore City 
public high school student who has 
expressed a desire to pursue a career 
in law.  

If you missed the Spaghetti 
Opera, you can still support the 

Foundation (and have a great time) 
at our golf outing on Monday, May 
20, at Woodholme Country Club in 
Pikesville.  Guests will enjoy lunch, 
18 holes of scramble-format golf on 
a well-maintained course, and then 
dinner and an auction afterwards.  
Not a golfer? You can still bid on great 
items from the auction. The auction is 
virtual, and will open on May 1st and 
close on May 20th at 7:30 pm. The URL 
will be published soon in the BABC 
Weekly newsletter. Ticket information 
is available on our website (https://
www.baltimorebar.org/baltimore-bar-
foundation/).  We hope to see you at 
the golf outing or one of our other 
events!

May is for Mommies 

The Baltimore Bar Foundation’s Spaghetti Opera Night Once Again Proves, a Great Night for All

Ethics Hotline

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
George Mahaffey: 410-783-4000
Christopher D. Wright: 410-696-7861

With Mothers’ 
Day just around the 
corner, and being my 
first one as a mommy, 
it seemed like a good 
time to reflect a bit 
on being a lawyering 
mom.

2023 brought some 
new roles into my 
life. As I celebrated 
ten years of being in 

the legal profession, I stepped into the 
position of YLD chair a couple short 
months after becoming a mom to my 
smiley guy, Alex. And like many new 
parents before us, my husband Hirsh 
and I started to realize our lives now 
had a completely different rhythm. 

In many ways, being a lawyer 
prepared me for motherhood. For 
example, having a fully prepared and 
well-thought-out plan in place that 
disintegrates without warning applies 
to the quick-paced nature of litigation 
as easily as it applies to carrying what 
you believe to be a fully stocked diaper 

bag. In both settings, sometimes it’s the 
one thing you didn’t know you were 
missing that becomes crucial. There’s 
probably a joke in here about clients 
and babies being similarly demanding, 
but arguably what has prepared me 
most is the on-the-job training of 
rolling with the punches.

I have had some comedic 
experiences as a new mom that are 
unique to being a lawyer (or a law-ma 
as my friend adorably put it). When 
Alex was still my ‘stowaway second 
chair,’ he had a lot of say in how we 
argued our cases. If he didn’t like the 
direction the argument was going, he 
would kick me, and I’d have to ask 
for the Court’s indulgence while I 
regrouped.

For those that saw me on a weekly 
basis in hearings while pregnant, 
you may remember the personal air 
conditioner I had to wear - where I 
would get asked almost daily why I 
was wearing Beats headphones at trial 
table. Occasionally the batteries would 
die and our amazing security team 

would let me camp out in a frosty vacant
courtroom.

But of all the things I had on my 
law-ma bingo card, the one I didn’t see 
coming was having to pump during 
a jury trial. There I was, in all my bi-
ped cow glory, in a small lockable 
conference room—leaning up against 
the door just in case the locks didn’t 
work as advertised—trying my best 
to go over my closing argument. 
Whenever someone asks me how it’s 
going back at work since having a 
baby, that’s the immediate image that 
comes to mind.

In response to Anne-Marie 
Slaughter’s famous line, Madeline 
Albright once said “I do think that 
women can have it all, but not at the 
same time. Our life comes in segments, 
and we have to understand that we can 
have it all if we’re not trying to do it all 
at once.” I never fully understood this 
quote until now.

As someone who prides herself on 
multitasking and always finding a little 
bit of extra time to attend an event or 

help with a project, I suddenly found 
myself in a position where I actually 
had to say no to taking on ‘just one 
more thing.’ If I’m being honest, finding 
balance is probably still a ways off, and 
some days are particularly challenging, 
especially when imposter syndrome 
rears its head. It’s easy to feel like I’m 
not accomplishing everything I set out 
to at the start of the day, and I’m still 
learning that some choices are easier 
than others—like setting my work 
down earlier in the evening to have 
extra cuddles with Alex. Other choices 
in the future may include taking the 
BABC’s littlest member to an event with 
me, but I know I wouldn’t have some 
of those choices without the incredible 
YLD team who have made the transition 
to Chair while mommying much more 
graceful than it could have been. And 
while he’s not talking just yet, I know 
Alex is grateful too.

So, to all the law-mas and legal 
ladies who take on all the amazing 
mother and mother-figure roles out 
there, Happy Mothers’ Day!

By Ryan Dietrich, 
President, 

Baltimore Bar 
Foundation

The Ethics Hotline is a member 
benefit of the Bar Association 
of Baltimore City. It is staffed by 

volunteers who informally answer 
questions related to the Maryland 
Rules of Professional Conduct. 

The advice given reflects the best 
judgment of those volunteers and no 
attorney/client relationship is created. 

Go to this site for more information, 
www.baltimorebar.org/for-attorneys/
resources/ethics-hotline/. 

POST ALL YOUR EVENTS FREE ON OUR 
CALENDAR

Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.’ Fill out 
the form and submit. 

Your event listing will appear on TheDailyRecord.com and in our print edition.

Rachel Samakow 
Chair (Young 

Lawyers’ Division)
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Thank you to our

The Bar Association of Baltimore City
Welcomes New Members 

who have joined from April 1, 2024
through April 30, 2024.

Zemini Astatkie

Michael Dypski

Elizabeth Fisher

Kelly A. Hooper-McCamey

Alexandra Oyston

NIcholas Pycha

Vicki Schultz

Andrew G. Siske
The generous support of Sustaining Members of the Bar Association of Baltimore City greatlyThe generous support of Sustaining Members of the Bar Association of Baltimore City greatly

assists this bar association in fulfilling its mission and achieving further growth and success.assists this bar association in fulfilling its mission and achieving further growth and success.

The unwavering dedication of these members ensures the BABC will continue its long andThe unwavering dedication of these members ensures the BABC will continue its long and

distinguished tradition of service to our legal community and the public. If you are interesteddistinguished tradition of service to our legal community and the public. If you are interested

in becoming a Sustaining Member, please contact Karen Fast at in becoming a Sustaining Member, please contact Karen Fast at kfast@baltimorebar.orgkfast@baltimorebar.org..

Robert D. AnbinderRobert D. Anbinder
Monica BascheMonica Basche

Hon. Robert M. BellHon. Robert M. Bell
Jonathan M. BinstockJonathan M. Binstock

Richard C. BittnerRichard C. Bittner
Hon. Charles M. BlomquistHon. Charles M. Blomquist

Hon. Pamila J. BrownHon. Pamila J. Brown
Hon. Catherine ChenHon. Catherine Chen

Teresa Epps CummingsTeresa Epps Cummings
Evelyn CussonEvelyn Cusson

Gerardine M. DelamboGerardine M. Delambo
Sara El-ShallSara El-Shall
Ashley EnsorAshley Ensor

Robert L. Ferguson, Jr.Robert L. Ferguson, Jr.
Glen FrostGlen Frost
Sally GoldSally Gold

Hon. Joan Bossman GordonHon. Joan Bossman Gordon
Frederic C. HeymanFrederic C. Heyman
Katherine HowardKatherine Howard

Hon. Hon. Darren L. KadishDarren L. Kadish
Deanna KellyDeanna Kelly

Hon. Robert B. KershawHon. Robert B. Kershaw
IrwinIrwinIrwin R. Kramer R. Kramer

Paul KramerPaul Kramer
Stephen LebauStephen Lebau

Richard LebovitzRichard Lebovitz
Cynthia LeppertCynthia Leppert

Hon. Lynn Stewart MaysHon. Lynn Stewart Mays
Hon. Myshala E. MiddletonHon. Myshala E. Middleton

Hon. John P. MillerHon. John P. Miller
James W. MotsayJames W. Motsay

Jonas Todd NeedlemanJonas Todd Needleman
Alice G. PinderhughesAlice G. Pinderhughes

Divya PotdarDivya Potdar
Samuel R. PulverSamuel R. Pulver

Hon. Michael ReedHon. Michael Reed
Isabel J. RestallIsabel J. Restall
Valda G. RicksValda G. Ricks

Paul RosenbergPaul Rosenberg
Rachel SamakowRachel Samakow

Michael P. ScanlonMichael P. Scanlon
Cregg SeymourCregg Seymour
Linda ShieldsLinda Shields
Kerri SmithKerri Smith

Hon. Kathleen M. SweeneyHon. Kathleen M. Sweeney
George G. TankardGeorge G. Tankard

Elva E. TillmanElva E. Tillman
Gwen B. TromleyGwen B. Tromley
Jeffrey TruemanJeffrey Trueman

Derek Van De WalleDerek Van De Walle
Hon. Anthony F. VittoriaHon. Anthony F. Vittoria

John WarshawskyJohn Warshawsky
Hon. Barbara Baer WaxmanHon. Barbara Baer Waxman

Sen. Christopher WestSen. Christopher West

 BABC SUSTAINING
MEMBERS

The BABC Sustaining Members are sponsored
 by the Bar Association Insurance Agency 

POST ALL YOUR EVENTS FREE ON OUR CALENDAR 
Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.’ Fill out the form and submit. 

Your event listing will appear on TheDailyRecord.com and in our print edition.
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REGISTER HERE WWW.BALTIMOREBAR.ORG/CALENDAR/

LEADERSHIP AND
HUMANITARIANISM
THROUGH CRISIS
May 7, 2024
12:00 - 1:00 pm
Zoom Program

Who is truly a leader? We all want to have a
positive impact on the world around us, but how do
you choose where to put your efforts? When your
community is faced with a stressful time, where do
you even start?

The Leadership and Humanitarianism Through
Crisis Series seeks to provide training to our legal
community on how to become a leader. We will
hear from speakers and engage in meaningful
conversations about what it means to be a leader,
how others have stepped up during crisis in their
communities, and in what ways we can adopt
those practices and ideals into our own lives.

THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF BALTIMORE CITY
YOUNG LAWYERS’ DIVISION PRESENTS

MEIR RASKAS
GUEST SPEAKER

Meir Raskas is a Managing Director
at Harbor Group International who,
together with his family, relocated
to the Jerusalem suburbs in 2019
from Baltimore.

Since the brutal attacks by Hamas
on October 7, 2023, Mr. Raskas
has increased his community
involvement to better address the
crisis thrust upon Israel and the
Jewish people. He passionately
aides those in need, while providing
meaningful updates from Israel
back to his family and friends in
America.

MODERATOR: JACOB DORFMAN, SBWD LAW, YLD TREASURER

AN INVITATION TO FAMILY, FRIENDS & MEMBERS

WEDNESDAY,
MAY 15, 2024 5:00 - 7:00 PM

CLARENCE M. MITCHELL, JR.
COURTHOUSE

ROOM 243
(LEGAL HISTORY MUSEUM)

DEDICATION OF
THE HONORABLE JAMES F. SCHNEIDER
MUSEUM OF BALTIMORE LEGAL HISTORY

Join us in dedicating  the the Museum of Baltimore Legal History in honor of the
Honorable James F. Schneider. Remarks will be given by Edward C. Papenfuse, Jr.
(former Director, Maryland State Archives)

We will also be recognizing the docents who volunteer their time to keep the
Museum open. A reception with hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will follow.

 This event is free and sponsored by the Baltimore Courthouse and Law Museum Foundation, Inc.,
the Historical Committee of the Bar Association of Baltimore City, and 

the Library Company of the Baltimore Bar.

RSVP AT WWW.BALTIMOREBAR.ORG/CALENDAR/

Please join us as we present
the YLD Public Service Award to Kiernan Waters,
the YLD Rising Star Award to Jacob Dorfman, and

the YLD Sustained Leadership Award to James Robinson.

AWARDS
CEREMONY

Thursday, May 23, 2024
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF BALTIMORE CITY
YOUNG LAWYERS’ DIVISION

CORDIALLY INVITES BABC MEMBERS & GUESTS TO OUR

The QG Clock Restoration Restaurant & Bar
31 S. Calvert St, 6th Floor

Baltimore, MD 21202

RSVP  WWW.BALTIMOREBAR.ORG/CALENDAR/
Refreshments will be provided.

The Hon. Charles Blomquist
Judge in Charge Juvenile

The Hon. Melissa K. Copeland
Judge in Charge Criminal

The Hon. Michael A. DiPietro
Judge in Charge Family

The Hon. John S. Nugent
Judge in Charge Civil

How the remote administration of justice has changed things
long-term, and what can be done to maintain ethical and
professional interactions with the bench and court personnel.

How to improve implementation of changes to court policies
and their effective communication to members of the bar.

How the bench might do a better job of uniformly applying
court policies so that attorneys know what to expect and may,
in turn, anticipate and meet the court’s expectations.

Practicing in a
Post-COVID World:
A Bench-Bar Dialogue

THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF BALTIMORE CITY PRESENTS

Join the Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court for Baltimore
City and the Judges in Charge of each Baltimore City Circuit
Court Division for a dialogue about what we have learned from
our COVID experience as they discuss:

GUEST SPEAKERS

Thursday, May 16, 2024
12:30 - 1:30 PM
LUNCH WILL BE SERVED

Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse
Room 504

SPONSORS

REGISTER HERE www.baltimorebar.org/calendar/

Members: Free, Non-members: $40

Visit thedailyrecord.com/manage-account-fc
to set up your access today to get breaking 

news and other digital features.

ATTENTION PRINT READERS!

Did you know that 
digital access is 
included with your 
print subscription?
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$195 PER PLAYER

MAY 20, 2024 WOODHOLME COUNTRY CLUB
300 WOODHOLME AVENUE
PIKESVILLE, MD 21208

ANNUAL GOLF OUTINGANNUAL GOLF OUTINGANNUAL GOLF OUTING
& AUCTION& AUCTION& AUCTION

BALTIMORE BAR FOUNDATION, INC.

REGISTER: WWW.BALTIMOREBAR.ORG/CALENDAR/

Hole in One
Beat the Pro 
Canon Shot

Golf Cart Sponsor
Longest Drive

Putting Green Sponsor Need more information on sponsorship?
Contact Karen Fast at kfast@baltimorebar.org

11:30 am Lunch
1:00 pm Shotgun Start
5:00 pm Dinner, Awards & Auction

Law Firm Sponsorship $1750
Platinum Sponsorship $1750
Diamond Sponsorship $1000

Gold Sponsorship $500
Silver Sponsorship $250

Includes: Golf package, signage on a tee, an ad in the
 program, recognition in bar publications & more!

FIND THE MISSING PIECES FIND THE MISSING PIECES FIND THE MISSING PIECES WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBEWHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE

By Annie MA And ThAliA BeATy

Associated Press

Natalie Coles will never forget re-

ceiving an unexpected phone call in 

2020. On the line was Virginia-based 

Dominion Energy, offering to give 

money to Wilberforce University, the

small historically Black college where

she is in charge of fundraising.

The company’s $500,000 donation

went in part toward laptops and hot 

spots for students when the pandemic 

shut down the college’s campus out-

side of Dayton, Ohio.

“It was like manna from heaven,”

Coles said.
Historically Black colleges and uni-

versities, which had seen giving from 

foundations decline in recent decades, 

lately are benefiting from an increase

in gifts, particularly from corporations 

and corporate foundations. Some have 

received a new look from companies

amid the reckoning over racial injus

tice spurred by the killing of George 

Floyd. But the colleges also have been 

pitching themselves, emphasizing their 

ability to deliver returns on the invest

ment in student mobility.

Another factor in the giving by cor

porations has been the influence of

their Black employees.

At the beverage company Diageo

North America, the employee resource 
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Who’s right? 
GOP says debt limit bill will sharply restrict IRS;

Democrats contend it won’t matter that much. 5A
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Be careful
Money kept in Venmo, other payment apps

may be vulnerable, watchdog warns. 5A

By JAck hAck hAck ogAn

JHogan@TheDailyRecord.com

As the State Treasurer’s Office as-

sumes oversight of the troubled Mary-

land 529 prepaid college trust and 

investment plans, it remains unclear 

when, or if, families’ account values 

will be restored to previous, higher bal-

ances that the state has said were the 

result of a calculation error.

The treasurer’s office, which took 

over responsibility for the program on

Thursday, is working “expeditiously … 

to enable account holders to access all 

funds they are entitled to,” Shareese

Churchill, deputy treasurer of commu-

nications and public affairs, wrote in an 

email.
Treasurer Dereck Davis, though, has 

been hesitant to give a specific timeline 

for when families might be able to ac-

cess their earnings.

New era for Md. 529, but questions persist

By My My Adeleine o’neill

MOneill@TheDailyRecord.com

Baltimore’s spending board will 

vote next week on a proposed settle-

ment to end a lawsuit brought by the

rail carrier CSX Transportation Inc.

over a major water main failure that

caused a train derailment in 2019.

The city’s Board of Estimates will 

Proposed $245K agreement

would resolve 2019 dispute

Baltimore poised
to settle CSX suit
over water break
that derailed train

‘It was like manna from heaven’
JULIE YARBROUGH, SPELMAN COLLEGE VIA AP

Participants in Spelman College’s 136th Commencement celebrate in College Park, Georgia last month. Historically Black colleges and universities 

have seen an increase in gifts fom corporations and corporate foundations.

SEE 529 3A

US companies, nudged by Black employees, step up donations to HBCUs
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