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YLD Yappy Hour
November 9, 2023

On November 9, 2023, the YLD hosted a Yappy Hour where members and their dogs received 
sweet treats and lots of licks. Thank you to Veritext Legal Solutions for sponsoring.



National Adoption Day
November 18, 2023

Twenty-three children were adopted by 18 families during our National Adoption Day ceremony on November 18, 2023. 
Special thanks to Co-chairs Ashley Ward and Kerri Smith, the Department of Social Services, Chief Judge Carrión and 

the Circuit Court for Baltimore City and all the volunteers that made the day special!
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Past Presidents’ Luncheon
November 21, 2023

On November 21, our Past Presidents gathered to present Presidential Awards to Paul Kramer & Sarah P. Belardi. 
The Margaret Brent/Juanita Jackson Mitchell Award was deservingly given to Cynthia Leppert and 

the Paul A. Dorf Memorial ADR Award went to Louise Phipps Senft. Congratulations to all!
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BABC Holiday Party
December 6, 2023

The BABC Holiday Party had a great turnout on December 6, 2023. The party was at Zander’s, the new restaurant at the 
Alexander Brown building. The food was fantastic, the venue was beautiful, the company was outstanding, but the best 

part was raising money through the wine pull and auction for the YLD Holiday Party for Kids Living in Shelters.
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Young Lawyers Holiday Party for Kids Living in Shelters
December 14, 2023

The YLD hosted over 60 children and their families at their Holiday Party for Kids Living in Shelters. 
Thank you to all the law firms who sponsored and gave us the resources 

to make this a memorable event for these families.
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Where do you currently work? 
I am a Senior Assistant State Prosecutor 

at the Office of the State Prosecutor and the 
Founder of Ley All Day, LLC.
What  is your current involvement with the 
BABC and other Bar organizations? 

I serve as a liaison in the YLD for the Al-
liance of Black Women Attorneys, and serve 
on the YLD Nominating Committee and the 
BABC Diversity Committee. I also serve as 
co-chair of the MSBA Young Lawyers’ Sec-

tion Technology Committee, and I’m the Immediate Past President of  
Civil Justice, Inc., Board of Directors.
What is your favorite part of being involved with the YLD? 

My favorite parts of being involved in the YLD are all the friends 
I have made that I would not have met but for the BABC, the oppor-
tunities to give back to the community, and the opportunities to speak 
to young lawyers to share my experiences on topics I am passionate 
about.  Being on the YLD Council for the past 5 years has allowed me 
to gain friends from all different practice areas.  I had never planned 

on being an entrepreneur, but when I decided to start my personal 
styling business, Ley All Day, at the end of 2022, my friends from 
the YLD were very supportive and not only gave advice on business 
formation, but provided me with helpful resources and connected me 
with individuals in various areas (such as business banking), took 
pictures/videos for me at events for my social media content, have 
become clients, and have referred clients to me.  I had no clue that the 
people I had made genuine connections with over these years would 
cheer me on so strongly in a field unrelated to law, but I am so grateful 
to all of them.   Also, were it not for being a member of the YLD, I 
would not have gotten to speak to students who participated in the 
mock trial program about a career in litigation when I was a member 
of the YLD Public Education Committee or volunteered at the Annual 
Holiday Party for Children Living in Shelters.  Those are just two of 
the very rewarding experiences I’ve had as a member of the YLD.  
I’ve been a panelist for several BABC events including YLD panels 
on Why You Should Join A Bar Association and New Lawyers Mental 
Health & Wellness. 

Where do you currently work? 
I am an Attorney-Advisor, Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services.
What  is your current involvement with the 
BABC and other Bar organizations? 

I serve as the Chair of the CLE Commit-
tee. I also represent the BABC as a  Mem-
ber of the Maryland State Bar Association 
Board of Governors.

Why did you become involved with the BABC, and what is your fa-
vorite part of being involved with the BABC? 

I’m a Baltimore City resident and I’ve  dedicated a significant 
amount of my time to mentoring law students and young lawyers. 
Being an  engaged  member of the BABC  offers me continued op-
portunities to uphold my commitment to mentoring law students and 
young attorneys. 

Letam Duson

Gary Norman
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Blast from the Past – Special Meeting of the 
Executive Committee – March 8, 1965
John O. Herrmann, Acting Secretary

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of The Bar Associ-
ation of Baltimore City was held on March 8, 1965, at 12:00 noon in 
the Emerson Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland.

Present at the meeting were Messrs. Coughlan, Whiteford, Mind-
el, King, Rome, Creed, Tabler, Andrew, Hamburger, Sweeten, Skeen, 
and Herrmann. The President notified those present that the next reg-
ular meeting of the Executive Committee would be held on Wednes-
day, March 10, 1965, at 4:30 P.M., in the Association’s room on the 
fifteenth floor of the Emerson Hotel. 

The President then read a letter from Messrs. King, Rome, and 
Bamburger, constituting a Subcommittee of the Executive Commit-
tee, concerning the subject of obtaining headquarters for the Associa-
tion. A copy of the letter is attached to these minutes. After discussion 
of the contents of the letter, it was moved by Mr. Rome and seconded 
by Mr. Creed that the recommendations made by the Subcommittee 
be approved. The motion was unanimously carried and the President 
was requested to communicate with Judge Warnken and his Commit-
tee on Temporary and Permanent Headquarters for the Association. 
The President, in communicating with Judge Warnken, was to inform 
him that it should be further understood that (a) The Bar Association 
would not be required to sign a lease; (b) the consideration for the 
quarters would be $200,00 payable month to month; (c) certain ren-
ovations would be made to these quarters as previously indicated by 

the hotel; and (d) a disbursement of no more than $200.00 be allocat-
ed to Judge Warnken’s Committee for the purpose of installing coat 
racks, bulletin boards, etc., as may not be furnished to the Association 
by the hotel.

Mr. Rome reviewed the action of the Executive Committee with 
reference to H.B. No. 137 relating to the increase of salaries of the 
judges of the Orphan’s Court of Baltimore City. The Bill provides for 
an increase in the Chief Judge’s salary from $9,500.00 to $14,500.00 
per year and for the Associate Judges from $9,000.00 to $14,000.00 
per year. The Committee on Legislation had recommended approval 
of the increase of the Chief Judge’s salary as set forth in the Bill and 
had also recommended some increase of as to the Associate Judges’ 
salary without taking any position as to the amount of such increase. 
At a prior meeting of the Executive Committee, by a vote of 5 to 
4, the recommendations of the Committee on Legislation had been 
approved. Some of the members of the Executive Committee who 
were not present at the meeting have since indicated that had they 
been present they would have voted against the recommendations of 
the Committee on Legislation and in favor of the provisions of the 
Bill as introduced. 

Mr. Hamburger then moved for reconsideration of the action taken 
on H.B. No. 137 and the motion was seconded by Mr. Creed. The mo-
tion to reconsider was carried. Mr. Hamburger then moved that the 
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Executive Committee disapprove the recommendations of the Com-
mittee on Legislation at to H.B. No. 137 and approve the provisions 
of the Bill as introduced in the General Assembly and as already 
passed by the House of Delegates. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Rome and upon being submitted to the vote was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Tabler then submitted a lengthy report from the Committee 
on Legislation as to various Bills now pending before the General 
Assembly. 

As to the following Bills the Committee on Legislation reported 
its opposition and that report of the Committee on Legislation was 
approved by the Executive Committee:

H.B. No. 459
H.B. No. 520
H.B. No. 525
H.B. No. 531
H.B. No. 651
H.B. No. 608
H.B. No. 231
H.B. No. 588

As the following Bills the Committee on Legislation reported its 
approval and that report of the Committee on Legislation was ap-
proved by the Executive Committee:

H.B. No. 561
H.B. No. 243
S.B. No. 11
H.B. No. 687
H.B. No. 218
H.B. No. 569

H.B. No. 533
H.B. No. 757
H.B. No. 577

Mr. Tabler reported that as to H.B. No. 324 the Committee on 
Legislation approved of the Bill in principle but would recommend 
approval of the Bill itself only if amended so as to confine its pur-
view to subject property held as tenants by the entireties to claims for 
alimony and support only in situations where the property was held 
as tenants by the entireties between the complaining or prosecuting 
witness and the defendant whose property is sought to be so subject-
ed. The Executive Committee approved the recommendations of the 
Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. Tabler reported that as to H.B. No. 176 the Committee on Leg-
islation would recommend approval only if the Bill was amended 
so as to give credit to any bar associations already having Clients’ 
Security Funds in operation for any funds already held by the trustees 
under those programs. The Executive Committee approved the rec-
ommendations of the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. Tabler reported as to S.B. No. 242 and H.B. No. 458 that the 
Committee on Legislation recommended approval. Messrs. Rome 
and Herrmann stated that they had heard some opposition to the Bill, 
particularly with reference to the increasing of the jurisdiction of the 
Municipal Court so as to include prosecution in nonsupport cases. 
The President then suggested that action be withheld on these Bills 
pending a further report from Messrs. Rome and Herrmann as a sub-
committee on the subject matter of this Bill. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:00 
P.M. 
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