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The President’s Message

Greetings from the President

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
Hon. Edward Angeletti: 410-420-2550

Hello BABC mem-
bers.  It was wonderful 
to bring you greetings 
in-person during this 
year’s annual meeting.  
I especially enjoyed 
honoring the double 
class of 50-year bar 
admittees, spending 
time with all of the at-
tendees, and hearing 

from our keynote speaker, Alicia L. Wil-
son.  I hope that we can continue this 
back to the bar momentum throughout 

the coming year.  
After a COVID-19 hiatus, we are ex-

cited to move applicants for admission 
to the United States Supreme Court 
on October 31, 2022. Additionally, we 
will hold both the End of Summer Re-
ception, and the Crab Feast in Septem-
ber, the Past President’s Luncheon in 
November, the BABC Holiday Party, 
and the YLD Annual Holiday Party for 
Children Living in Shelters in Decem-
ber. All of these events are scheduled 
to be in person.  Please be sure to be 
mark your calendars as event dates are 

published.  
Please consider bringing a newly 

barred lawyer or a reclaimed lawyer 
who took a break from BABC to our 
events. As a member of the Bar Asso-
ciation of Baltimore City, you know the 
value of membership, whether the ed-
ucational programs we provide or the 
numerous networking events we plan. 
We need your help to introduce the 
bar to new attorneys just as you were 
when you began your career. Newly 
admitted attorneys are even given a 
complimentary membership! 

Finally, please note that if you re-
ceive an email “from me” asking you 
to purchase gift cards, or to buy some-
thing, immediately delete the email, as 
I would never send such messages to 
our members. Every year upon instal-
lation of the new President of BABC, 
someone or some organization at-
tempts to scam members.  Hopefully, 
we can figure out how to stop this from 
happening.  

I hope you all have a wonderful 
summer and I look forward to seeing 
you throughout the upcoming bar year.  

The Honorable 
Myshala E. 
Middleton

In the coming 
weeks, the BABC will 
send out the 2022-23 
YLD Committee Inter-
est Form. This form 
will allow young law-
yers and law students 
to sign up for the 
YLD’s open commit-

tees for the upcoming bar year, which 
runs from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 
2023. These committees are the life-
blood of the YLD as they are the driv-
ing force behind nearly all of the YLD’s 
events. Each committee has a specific 
focus, which provides the perfect op-
portunity to contribute to the legal 
profession and Baltimore community 
in a way that best suits your interests. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
provide a brief overview the YLD’s com-
mittees. 

Continuing Legal Education: The 
CLE Committee organizes presenta-
tions, seminars, and panel discussions 
on various legal topics. These events 

typically feature local judges and law-
yers. Some of last year’s CLE events 
included a presentation by The Honor-
able Shirley Watts of the Court of Ap-
peals on Maryland’s recent adoption of 
the Daubert standard; a presentation 
by The Honorable Brynja Booth of the 
Court of Appeals on the underutiliza-
tion of Maryland’s Constitution; and a 
panel webinar on virtual pretrial civil 
litigation.  

Diversity and Inclusion: The Di-
versity and Inclusion Committee is a 
new YLD committee. It is anticipated 
that the Committee will plan events that 
promote and support diversity, equality 
and inclusion in the legal profession 
and the YLD. 

Events: The Events Committee or-
ganizes events and activities both as a 
standalone committee and in conjunc-
tion with other YLD committees. These 
events include the Annual Holiday 
Party, Spring Social and Awards Recep-
tion, and other social and networking 
events organized by the YLD. 

Life and the Law: The Life and 
the Law Committee promotes mental 
health and wellness. The Committee’s 
past events have included a panel dis-
cussion on mental health; group fitness 
activities; and family-friendly events. 

Mentorship: The Mentorship Com-
mittee facilitates mentorship oppor-
tunities between young lawyers/law 
students and more experienced attor-
neys within the BABC. In the fall, the 
Committee will pair interested mentees 
with mentors and organize events for 
mentees/mentors during the bar year. 

Public Education: The Public Ed-
ucation Committee provides outreach, 
programming and information designed 
to educate the public about the law, the 
legal system and the profession. Spe-
cific activities of the Committee include 
organizing mock trials at local schools, 
sponsoring educational projects and 
excursions, and planning activities for 
Law Day in May. 

Public Relations: The Public Rela-
tions Committee promotes all YLD pro-

grams and events through social media 
and provides submissions to BABC 
publications, including The Baltimore 
Barrister, City Bar Report, and Weekly 
Bar Review. The YLD is active on both 
Facebook and Instagram and I encour-
age everyone to follow these accounts 
to keep up to date on upcoming YLD 
events. 

Public Service: The Public Service 
Committee organizes public service ac-
tivities in the community. These activi-
ties include the planning of the Annual 
Holiday Party for Children Living in 
Shelters, park cleanups, and volunteer-
ing at various charitable organizations 
such as the Maryland Food Bank.

What if you’re interested in more 
than one committee? Not a problem; 
you can join more than one! I would 
also recommend attending the YLD’s 
annual Meet & Greet in August/Septem-
ber. It is a great opportunity to meet the 
YLD council and committee chairs and 
to learn more about the YLD’s various 
committees.

Young Lawyers’ Division Update

How to Get Involved in the YLD

James P. Robinson

B A B C ’ S  1 4 2 N D  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  –  J U N E  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2

For the first time in two years, over 120 members of the Bench and Bar attended in-person the 142nd Annual Meeting 
of the Bar Association of Baltimore City on June 14 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel at the Inner Harbor.

Headtable 1: (l-r) The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria, Outgoing BABC President 2021-22; The Hon-
orable Myshala E. Middleton, Incoming BABC President, 2022-23, Alicia L. Wilson, Guest Speaker; 
and Kerri L. Smith, BABC Events Committee Chair.

Headtable 2: (from far left) James P. Robinson, Incoming YLD Chair 2022-23; Samuel R. Pulver, Out-
going YLD Chair 2021-22; James Astrachan, Incoming BBF President 2022-23; and Damien Banks, 
Outgoing BBF President 2021-22.
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2022-23 BABC President, The Honorable Myshala E. Middleton (left), presents plaque to outgoing 
President, The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria (right).

BABC President, The Honorable Myshala Middleton (pictured left), presents gift to Annual Meeting 
guest speaker, Alicia L. Wilson (right).

Outgoing BABC President, The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria (right), presents the Barri award to YLD 
Elected Member and YLD Mentorship Co-Chair, Derek Van De Walle (left).

Incoming BBF President, James Astrachan (right), presents plaque to outgoing BBF President, 
Damien Banks (left).

Outgoing BABC President, The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria (right), presents the Membee award to 
BABC Membership Committee Chair, Divya Potdar (left).

BABC 2022-2023 Executive Council: Evelyn Cusson, Treasurer, Theresa Epps Cummings, Vice Pres-
ident, The Honorable Myshala E. Middleton, President, The Honorable La Zette Ringgold-Kirksey, 
Secretary, James W. Motsay, President-Elect

Robert L. Ferguson, Jr. presents remarks on behalf of the 50-year honorees.

YLD Chair, James Robinson (right), presents plaque to outgoing YLD Chair, Samuel Pulver (left). 
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The Bar Association of Baltimore City  
Officers and Executive Council 

2022-2023 
The Honorable Myshala E. Middleton, President 

Circuit Court for Baltimore City 
 

James W. Motsay, President-Elect 
Motsay & Lay 

 

Teresa Epps Cummings, Vice President 
Office of the State's Attorney for Baltimore City 

 

Evelyn Lombardo Cusson, Treasurer 
U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Maryland 

 

The Honorable La Zette Ringgold-Kirksey, Secretary 
Circuit Court for Baltimore City 

 

James P. Robinson, Chair, Young Lawyers’ Division 
Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP 

 

Sara El-Shall, Chair-Elect, Young Lawyers’ Division 
Law Office of Sara El-Shall 

 
Elected Members 

Robert D. Anbinder 
Department of Law, Baltimore City 

 

Damien Banks 
Banks Law Firm 

 

Samuel R. Pulver 
Yost Legal Group 

Valda G. Ricks 
LECO Baltimore, LLC 

 

Sara El-Shall 
Shultz Legal, LLC 

 

Members-At-Large 

Nicole Barmore 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 

Mary Cina Chalawsky 
Office of the Attorney General of Maryland 

The Honorable Lynn Stewart Mays 
Circuit Court for Baltimore City 

Immediate Past President 
 

The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria, Circuit Court for Baltimore City 

 
Business Litigation 

Michael J. March, Jr. 
Crepeau Mourges, LLP 

 
 

Criminal   
Natasha M. Dartigue 

Office of the Public Defender 
 
 

Estates & Trusts 
Mary Rose Cook 

Adelberg Rudow Dorf & Hendler, LLC 
 

Robert M. Horne  
The Penater Law Firm, LLC 

 
 

Family  
   Barbara B. Greene 

Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A. 
 

Alice G. Pinderhughes 
   Alice G. Pinderhughes, P.A. 

 
 

Personal Injury Litigation 
Damien Banks 

The Banks Law Firm 
 
 

Workers’ Compensation 
Natalie Johnson 

Franklin & Prokopik, P.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Substantive Law Committees 
2022–2023 

 

The Bar Association of Baltimore City  
Officers and Executive Council 

2022-2023 
 

ABA Delegate 
 

The Honorable Michael W. Reed 
Court of Special Appeals of Maryland 

 
 

Treasurer, Young Lawyers’ Division 
 

Rachel W. Samakow 
Chesapeake Employers' Insurance Company 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Alice G. Pinderhughes 

Alice G. Pinderhughes, P.A. 
 

Bench/Bar 
The Honorable Yvette M. Bryant,  

 Circuit Court for Baltimore City 
 

Andrew Gendron 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP 

 
Budget & Finance 

Evelyn Lombardo Cusson 
U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Maryland 

 
Communications and News Journal 

Domonique Flowers 
Social Security Administration 

 

Levi S. Zaslow 
Smithey Law Group 

 
Continuing Legal Education 

Scarlett M. Corso 
Franklin & Prokopik, P.C. 

 
Events 

Kerri L. Smith, 
Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin & White, LLC 

 

Judicial Selections 
Kendrick K. McLeod, Baltimore City Public Schools 

 

Michelle K. Wilson, D.C. Division of Correction 
 
 

Long Range Planning 
James W. Motsay 

Motsay & Lay 
 

Membership 
Divya Potdar 
Diva Law, LLC 

 

Personnel 
Teresa Epps Cummings 

Office of the State's Attorney for Baltimore City 
 

Pro Bono and Access to Legal Services 
Amy Petkovsek 

Maryland Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. 
 

Professional Ethics  
James Astrachan 

Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP 
 

Technology 
Robert C. Baker, III 

Neuberger, Quinn, Gielen, Rubin & Gibber, P.A. 

Standing Committees 

Courting Art 
Brian D. Katzenberg 

Cohen, Snyder, Eisenberg & Katzenberg P.A. 
 

Carrie J. Williams  
Office of the Attorney General of Maryland 

 
Diversity 

Alicia Gipe 
LifeBridge Health, Inc. 

 
The Honorable Kay N. Harding 

District Court for Baltimore City 
 

Government & Public Interest Lawyers  
Aaron DeGraffenreidt 

Baltimore City Department of Law 
 

Otis Freeman 
Office of the Attorney General of Maryland 

 
Health & Well Being 

Nicole Barmore 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 
Elizabeth Hafey 

Johns Hopkins University and Medicine 
 

Historical 
Diane C. Bristow 

Neuberger, Quinn, Gielen, Rubin & Gibber, P.A. 
 

Law Firm Sponsorship 
Marshall B. Paul 

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP 
 

Thomas J.S. Waxter, III 
Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP 

 
LGBTQ+ Law 

The Honorable Carol Johnson 
District Court for Baltimore City 

 
Past Presidents 

The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria 
Circuit Court for Baltimore City 

 
Senior Legal Services  

The Honorable Laurie Bennett 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

 
Benjamin M. Grossman 

Office of the Attorney General of Maryland 
 

 Solo/Small Firm Practitioner  
Cynthia L. Leppert 

Law Office of Cynthia Leppert  

 

Special Committees 
2022–2023 

Thomas H. Barnard 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 

 
Natasha M. Dartigue  

Office of the Public Defender 
 

Darren L. Kadish 
Kadish & Kadish, P.C 

 
Lauren E. Lake 

Gordon Feinblatt LLC 

Gary Norman 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

 
Samuel R. Pulver 
Yost Legal Group 

 
The Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria 

Circuit Court for Baltimore City  

MSBA Board of Governors 
First District—Baltimore City 
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James B. Astrachan, President 
Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP 

 
Ryan Dietrich, Vice President 

Office of the Attorney General of Maryland 
 

Natasha M. Dartigue, Treasurer 
Office of the Public Defender 

 
Kerri Smith, Secretary 

Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin & White, LLC 
 

Immediate Past President 
Damien R. Banks 

The Banks Firm, LLC 
 
 

Baltimore Bar Foundation Fellows Officers 
2022-2023 

 
The Honorable Kay N. Harding, Chair 

District Court for Baltimore City 
 

Robert L. Ferguson, Jr., Vice-Chair 
Ferguson, Scheletich & Ballew, P.A. 

 
Kamil Ismail, Treasurer 

Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP 
 

Neil Duke, Secretary 
Johns Hopkins Health System 

 
Immediate Past Chair 

Linda Shields 

 

Baltimore Bar Foundation Officers 
2022-2023 

Diamond
   Nota by M&T Bank

The Bar Associations Insurance Agency, Inc.

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Thank you to our

Platinum
Filevine

The Daily Record
The McCammon Group, Ltd.

Thomson Reuters

Gold
CRC Salomon Court Reporting

Multi-Specialty Healthcare

Silver
Bar Prep Hero

Byte Right Support, Inc.
Ellin & Tucker

Mid-Atlantic Spinal Rehab & Chiropractic
MyCase

Vallit Advisors, LLC

SUSTAINING
MEMBERS

Hon. Joan Bossmann GordonHon. Joan Bossmann Gordon
Milos JovanovicMilos Jovanovic

Hon. Lynn Stewart MaysHon. Lynn Stewart Mays
Hon. Myshala MiddletonHon. Myshala Middleton

SSaammueell RR. PullvveerrSamuel R. Pulver
LLiindda LL. SShhiiellddsLinda L. Shields

Kerri SmithKerri Smith
Elva E. TillmanElva E. Tillman

Jefffff rey TruemanJeffrey Trueman
Derek Van De WalleDerek Van De Walle

John WarshawskyJohn Warshawsky
Mark A. Yost, Jr.Mark A. Yost, Jr.

The generous support of Sustaining Members of the Bar Association of Baltimore City greatly assists
this bar association in fulfilling its mission and achieving further growth and success.

The unwavering dedication of these members ensures the BABC will continue its long and
distinguished tradition of service to our legal community and the public. If you are interested

in becoming a Sustaining Member, please contact Karen Fast at kfast@baltimorebar.org.

Sponsored by

Albers & Associates
_______________________________________

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC
Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl

Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin & White LLC
Venable, LLP

________________________________________

Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP
Frost & Associates, LLC

Goodell, Devries, Leech & Dann, LLP
Gordon Feinblatt LLC
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Pessin Katz Law P.A.

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Wright, Constable & Skeen, LLP

________________________________________

Ballard Spahr, LLP
Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A.

Bekman, Marder, Hopper, Malarkey & Perlin, LLC
Ferguson, Schetelich & Ballew, P.A.

The Law Offices of Frank F. Daily, P.A.
Kramon & Graham, P.A.

Miles & Stockbridge
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP

Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP
Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler, P.A.

Shawe & Rosenthal, LLP

Thank you
to Our Law Firm Sponsors
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