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Ethics Hotline Volunteer
Hon. Joan Bossmann Gordon:
443-681-0526

The President’s Message

“And Down the Stretch They Come!”
Greetings! I hope
this edition of the City
Bar Report finds you
well. It has become
my custom to mention my son, Harry,
in my column. Today,
however, I am actuDarren Kadish
ally inspired by my
daughter, Charli. After
her second birthday, the words have
started coming fast and furious, and it
made me think about how I have the opposite problem: writing a lot of words
is hard for me. I completely agree that
brevity is the soul of wit and good for
the soul. The one thing they don’t put in
the advertisement for the BABC leadership track is that as President, you get a
lovely email after you become Bar President that says “Hey, your article is due
next Friday!” and you have to write a
maximum of 750 words (and it used to
be 1000 until a couple of months ago.)
So I spent a lot of time thinking
about what to write in my penultimate
column. I mean really a lot of time! Obviously I will reserve my final column
for the kudos and thank you’s to every-

one who made this bar year great. But
then I thought about the quote above,
immortalized by Dave Johnson (the
horse racing announcer, not one of the
baseball players of the same name.) I do
truly believe we are in the homestretch,
not just of my bar year, but of the pandemic as well. And without stealing material from my next column, I am proud
of what we have accomplished this
year, despite the challenging conditions.
I think the real question in everyone’s mind is once herd immunity
achieved, and the pandemic is relegated
to mostly a bad memory: where do we
go from here? Well as I mentioned in
my first column, I think many of the
changes are here to stay. I have no
doubt that the BABC will continue to
offer a great number of programs in an
online format. I do believe that once it
is safe, we will resume in-person events
and CLE programs. It was not a priority this year, but I would love to see a
simulcast of in-person CLEs for those
who cannot make it in person. This
will require some equipment I don’t
think we currently have, but I think it is
technologically possible. And I am sure

some things will remain completely online. Remote participation allows not
only more members to attend, but also
opens up a wide array of speakers who
are not local, but who have a lot to offer
in terms of educating our membership.
Ultimately, in-person events are the
lifeblood of any bar association. By
nature, we are social creatures. Personally, I love BABC events not just because I find them fun, but because it is
always an opportunity to see and talk
to folks. I love catching up, saying hi,
and generally getting a chance to spend
time with my fellow BABC members.
Prior to the pandemic, I can’t recall
missing any of the “big” events since
I joined the BABC. These include the
Annual Meeting, the Past Presidents’
Luncheon, the Annual Holiday Party,
the End of Summer Members’ Reception, and the Annual Memorial Service. I also am looking forward to the
resumption of these events, as well as
lunching at in-person CLEs (although
post-pandemic I will try to stay away
from the cookies.)
I know I am probably not the only
one anxious for a return to normal. I

am sure President Elect, the Honorable
Anthony F. Vittoria, is also looking forward to the return of in-person events.
That’s what we signed up for when we
entered the leadership track. But the
BABC remains committed to not jumping off too early. We will continue the
course we have laid out, until the resumption of in-person events and CLE
programs are safe for everyone. And
while I know we are all anxious, and I
myself feel like we are really close, we
are not there just yet.
The vaccine rollout, including the
recent decision to allow universal vaccination for everyone 16 or older here
in Maryland, holds out hope that by the
end of June, everyone who desires to be
vaccinated will be able to get fully vaccinated. Remember, the “homestretch”
means the final straightaway (in horse
racing), but also the last part of an activity or campaign. It doesn’t mean
“short.” We can see the finish line, but
we have to get there, safely.
As always, feel free to reach out to
me at dkadish@kadish.law with any
questions, comments, suggestions or
criticisms. Please stay safe everyone!

Young Lawyers’ Division Update

Get to Know the 2021-2022 YLD Executive Council
Transitions
in
leadership are on the
horizon for the YLD.
Over the past several
months, the Nominating Committee
worked hard to nominate members for
Lauren Lake
next year’s Executive
Council, and I asked
them a few questions that were not part
of their interviews:
Favorite book? Samuel “Sam”
Pulver, Chair: Favorite book series
is The Kingkiller Chronicle by Patrick
Rothfuss. James Robinson, ChairElect: One Hundred Years of Solitude
by Gabriel García Márquez. Sara ElShall, Secretary: Shantaram by David
Gregory Roberts.
Favorite sports team? Sam: The
Washington Football Team. Monica
Basche, Treasurer: The Packers.
Sara: Liverpool FC

Favorite place to go on vacation? Sam: A place I’ve never been.
James: Bethany Beach. Sara: Egypt,
Italy, Greece.
Superpower/hidden talent? And
kryptonite? Sam: Making a delicious
meal without a recipe AND watching an
entire show or movie once I’ve started
it (even if I am not enjoying it). Monica:
My kryptonite is baked goods. Sara:
Making parodies/rewriting song lyrics
AND stairs.
Last show you binge watched?
Sam: Schitts Creek. James: Ted Lasso.
Monica: The most recent season of
Nailed It! Sara: My Brilliant Friend.
Animal you would choose if Zoom
required an animal filter? Sam:
Lion. James: Owl. Monica: Platypus.
Sara: Horse
And one serious question—Why
did you apply for a YLD leadership
position? Sam: The YLD gave me two
things I was missing: 1) a sense of com-

munity as a lawyer outside of my own
firm and specific area of practice and
2) the means and opportunity to give
back to the community through public
service. I believe that those opportunities and values of the YLD (community
and public service) are important and I
want to continue and expand upon the
mission of the YLD.
James: I have grown to deeply admire the work of the YLD and I wish to
continue and advance its commitment
to public service, camaraderie, and
the betterment of the legal profession
in Baltimore.
Monica: The YLD puts on variety
of fun and educational events, from
volunteer opportunities like the
Holiday Party for Children Living in
Shelters to networking events like
Meet the Judges, and I want to be part
of the leadership team that makes all
this amazing programming happen
and helps foster young lawyers’

professional development.
Sara: Although my office is now
in the county, I still practice primarily
in Baltimore City and am a Baltimore
City resident. The YLD/BABC is the
first bar association I became actively
involved in and will always have a special place in my heart. I believe the
YLD does an incredible job of giving
back to the community and providing
helpful resources to young lawyers
that ultimately helps advance the legal
profession, increase access to justice,
and improve Baltimore as a whole.
Perhaps more than anything, I value
the relationships I’ve made with other
members and bar association staff. I’ve
met some of my closest friends through
YLD. I want to continue contributing
to the success of the YLD and help get
others involved.
Looking to get involved with the
YLD? Contact Sam Pulver at spulver@
yostlaw.com.

CITY BAR BRIEFS
Circuit Court for Baltimore City Virtual Town Hall Meeting – April 15

The Honorable Audrey J.S. Carrión, Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court for
Baltimore City, invites you to join her for a Virtual Town Hall Meeting, scheduled for
Thursday, April 15 from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. The Town Hall will not be recorded. To join
the Town Hall, visit www.baltimorebar.org to get the link to join. To utilize the allotted
time efficiently, please submit proposed questions no later than Monday, April 12,
at 4:30 p.m. The questions can be submitted to Phaedra.Norton@mdcourts.gov or
Michelle.Ross@mdcourts.gov.

Rules Review Subcommittee of the Maryland Judiciary’s Equal
Justice Committee Survey

The Rules Review Subcommittee of the Maryland Judiciary’s Equal Justice
Committee is interested in hearing from the perspective of its stakeholders as
to which, if any, Maryland Rules they believe have implicit bias. You can respond
to the survey by going to https://marylandjudicial.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_3KIIJ51WSGbj7HE. Surveys are due by June 1. All replies are confidential.

Museum of Baltimore Legal History Opening on May 3 –
Volunteer Docents Needed

The Museum of Baltimore Legal History will be re-opening to the public on

Monday, May 3, 2021, and is in need of volunteer docents to greet jurors with
a mask and at a social distance. We need volunteer docents for one-hour duty
assignments during the months of May, June, and July, to greet jurors and the
general public. Once again, the museum will operate from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
A refresher training and COVID-19 protocols for operation will be provided to all
docents. Hand sanitizers and extra masks will also be available. Interested volunteers should contact Elva Tillman at etillman321@outlook.com.

Baltimore Bar Foundation Accepting Grant Applications

The deadline for applications for the next Baltimore Bar Foundation grant
cycle is 4:30 p.m. on Monday, May 31, 2021. The Baltimore Bar Foundation supports law-related programs that have a significant relation to the Baltimore City
community. The grant application is available at www.baltimorebar.org/baltimore-bar-foundation/about-the-bbf/.

BABC Webinars Now Available Online!

Missed a webinar from the BABC? No problem! The Bar Association of Baltimore City’s webinars is now available on our website on-demand at your convenience. To access them, go to www.baltimorebar.org.
SEE CITY BAR BRIEFS 9A
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Volunteer for Senior Legal Services!

Senior Legal Services (SLS), a joint program of the Bar Association of Baltimore City and Baltimore Bar Foundation, needs your support! Volunteers are
needed to represent/advise, in the following areas: Landlord/Tenant Matters, including Eviction/Tenant Holding Over District Court Cases; Consumer Debt Matters (During this time of financial uncertainty, many seniors are unable to make
ends meet. They need legal advice in a variety of areas, including having a judgment entered against them, defending against harassing collections efforts, negotiating a settlement with their creditors, and bankruptcy); Housing (Foreclosure due
to unpaid taxes and environmental control liens); Preparation of Life Estate Deeds
and Ground Rent Deeds to allow seniors to age in place; and Estate Planning:
Prepare Simple Estate Plans to include Wills, Advanced Medical Directives/and/or
Financial Power of Attorney Documents. If you are interested in volunteering for
SLS or have any questions, please contact Jacqueline A. Jones, Paralegal, jjones@
baltimorebar.org, 410-396-1322.

BABC Processing Courthouse ID’s by Appointment Only

The Bar Association of Baltimore City will be processing Courthouse ID cards
for attorneys on Mondays by appointment only. Appointments will be scheduled between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Please bring one color photo
measuring 1 1/4” (h) x 1” (w) with you to your appointment. Visitors at Bar Headquarters must wear a mask. To schedule an appointment, or to verify that we have
your ID card, e-mail us at info@baltimorebar.org.

Courting Art Baltimore

Courting Art Baltimore is an art contest for Baltimore City public high school
students. After having to cancel our 2020 contest, Courting Art Baltimore is back
for 2021 and looking forward to our fifth year. The theme this year is “Baltimore
Rising.” In 2019, we awarded $20,000 in scholarships to the contest winners. Please
consider donating to Courting Art Baltimore and help us provide scholarships to
the deserving young artists of Baltimore. For more details please visit our website:
www.CourtingArtBaltimore.com or contact Carrie Williams at cwilliams@oag.
state.md.us or Brian Katzenberg at bkatzenberg@coseklaw.com.

Updated Listing of Appellate Opinions

An updated listing of the 2020 index of Maryland Appellate Court Opinions is
available online. To view the listing, go to https://mdcourts.gov/cgi-bin/indexlist.pl?court=both&year=2020&order=bydate&submit=Submit.

Maryland Judiciary COVID-19 Updates

The spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) is impacting the daily operation of
the Maryland Judiciary. The Judiciary is closely monitoring the situation and evaluating its ongoing response to this public health emergency. To follow the latest administrative orders, local orders, and closure notices from courts, news releases,
and information for the public, go to www.mdcourts.gov/coronavirusupdate.

THE YOUNG LAWYERS' DIVISION PRESENTS

VIRTUAL VITTLES

AN ONLINE COOKING CLASS

April 29, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
Join Chef Gennaro di Bennedetto and Vincenzo Schiano of
Limoncello as they take us step-by-step to prepare Bucatini alia
Amatriciana, a traditional Italian dish with hollow thick
spaghetti, guanciale, tomato ragù bolognese, and pecorino
romano cheese (also available as a vegetarian option).
Meal kits may be picked up prior to the event from April 26-29 at
Limoncello, 900 E. Fort Avenue, Suite 101, Baltimore, Maryland
21230.

This event is free for BABC members and will be
hosted on Zoom. Space is limited!
To register, go to www.baltimorebar.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
APRIL 14
Annual Multi-Jurisdictional Family Law Judges Panel
APRIL 15
Circuit Court for Baltimore City Virtual Town Hall
APRIL 22
Implicit Bias In the Courtroom,
Workplace, and Beyond: Part II
APRIL 24
YLD Volunteer Event at Duncan Street Miracle Garden
APRIL 28
CLE — Trying an Auto Negligence Case Without the
Medical Bills from the Defense Perspective
APRIL 29
YLD Presents Virtual Vittles: An Online Cooking Class
APRIL 30
YLD Breakfast with the Bench with
The Honorable Elizabeth A. Kessler
MAY 3
YLD Law Day Program — Lawyers in Classrooms
JUNE 28
Baltimore Bar Foundation Annual Golf Outing

THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF
BALTIMORE CITY
SUSTAINING MEMBERS 2020 - 2021
The BABC thanks the following members for
their generous support!
Robert D. Anbinder
Hon. Edward J. Angeletti
Jonathan M. Binstock
Richard C. Bittner
Charles M. Blomquist
Hon. Pamila J. Brown
Ellen A. Callegary
James P. Casey
Hon. Catherine Chen
Evelyn Lombardo Cusson
Jonathan E. Goldberg
Hon. Joan Bossmann Gordon
Steven H. Heisler
Milos Jovanovic
Darren L. Kadish
Heidi S. Kenny
Paul R. Kramer
Cynthia L. Leppert
Hon. Lynn Stewart Mays
Brandon R. Mead
Hon. John P. Miller
James W. Motsay
Matthew F. Penater
Divya Potdar
Samuel R. Pulver
Lydia S. Robinson
Michael B. Rynd
Linda L. Shields
Hon. Kathleen M. Sweeney
Elva E. Tillman
Hon. Anthony F. Vittoria
Mark A. Yost, Jr
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
LAW FIRM SPONSORS
FAMILY LAW JOINT PROGRAM

Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl

BAR ASSOCIATIONS OF BALTIMORE CITY, BALTIMORE, CARROLL,
HARFORD & HOWARD COUNTIES

Multi-Jurisdictional Family Law Judges Panel:
A View from the Bench

Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP
Gordon Feinblatt LLC

Wednesday, April 14, 2021
6:00-7:00p.m.

SPEAKERS

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin & White, LLC

The Honorable Michael A. DiPietro, Circuit Court for Baltimore City
The Honorable Colleen Cavanaugh, Circuit Court for Baltimore County
The Honorable Fred S. Hecker, Circuit Court for Carroll County
The Honorable Angela M. Eaves, Circuit Court for Harford County
The Honorable Mary M. Kramer, Circuit Court for Howard County

PROGRAM CHAIRS

Alice Pinderhughes, Barbara Greene, Christine Malanga, Samantha Smith,
Krystle Howard and Tracey Perrick

MODERATORS

Wendy Meadows and Christine Malanga

LOCATION

Virtual Zoom Webinar

COST

Free

REGISTRATION

Registration is required. To register, go to www.baltimorebar.org.
Link will be emailed upon registration.

Wright, Constable & Skeen, L.L.P.

Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A.
Bekman, Marder & Adkins, LLC
Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP
Law Offices of Frank F. Daily, P.A.
Fedder & Garten, P.A.
Ferguson, Schetelich, & Ballew, P.A.

What are we failing to foresee or present in our cases that you need to know as a fact finder?
How are you using the new parenting plans? What is the best way to move a case forward
when visitation has been lacking/not happening? Remote hearings: What, if any, types of cases
or proceedings do you expect the court to continue to handle virtually as we return to in
person hearings? What does your jurisdiction handle by video conference and what do they
handle by phone? Any tips you have for virtual proceedings?

Kramon & Graham, P.A.
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP
Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler, P.A.

Specific anonymous questions may be sent to alice@pinderhughes.com,
or to Barbara Greene at bgreene@sbwdlaw.com to be submitted to the panel.

Shawe & Rosenthal LLP

For information about our sponsorship program, visit us at
www.baltimorebar.org, email info@baltimorebar.org, or call
Bar headquarters at 410.539.5936.

Is proud to be the Title Sponsor of the

Special Thanks to Our
Annual Corporate Sponsors
The Bar Association of Baltimore City encourages its members to patronize
the following businesses that generously support our organization. When you
contact our sponsors, please mention this ad and that you are a member of the Bar

BALTIMORE BAR FOUNDATION'S
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

Association of Baltimore City.
PLATINUM SPONSORS
Bar Association Insurance Agency, Inc.

Jessica Goughnour

240-422-8799

The Daily Record

Suzanne Fischer-Huettner

443-524-8103

The McCammon Group

Alison Meyer

804-433-2247

Monday, June 28, 2021
Woodholme Country Club
300 Woodholme Avenue
Pikesville, MD 21208

11:30 a.m. - Registration/Lunch

1:00 p.m. - Shotgun Start

5:30 p.m. - Dinner

Hole in One Prizes on all Par 3’s, Team Prizes,
Refreshments on the Course, and Snacks and Gifts for Everyone!
FOR FULL DETAILS, REGISTRATION, AND SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
GO TO

WWW.BALTIMOREBAR.ORG

GOLD SPONSORS		
CRC Salomon

Robert Deziel

410-821-4888

Planet Depos, LLC

Jessica York

888-433-3767

SILVER SPONSORS		
Byte Right Support

John Pardoe

410-347-2983

Mid-Atlantic Spinal Rehab & Chiropractic

Dr. Marc Gulitz, D.C.

443-500-4444

Ellin & Tucker, Chartered

Lawrence M. Pullen
CPA/ABV/CFF, ASA

410-727-5735

JAMS

Laura Jennett

857-225-0788

Multi-Specialty Health Care

Randy Waugh

410-323-4500

Vallit Advisors, LLC

Mark Norris

443-482-9500

BLUE SPONSORS		
Nova Legal Funding

Ron Sinai

800-760-0704

For information about Sponsorship Opportunities, call Bar Headquarter at 410-539-5936.
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The Bar Association of Baltimore City's
Solo/Small Firm Practitioner Committee
Andrew C. Cooper, Esq., Chair
Presents

Trying an Auto Negligence Case Without
the Medical Bills from the Defense Perspective
Wednesday, April 28, 2021
12:30 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Via Zoom

Implicit Bias in the Courtroom,
Workplace & Beyond: Part II
Thursday, April 22, 2021
12:00 noon - 1:30 p.m.
Panelists

Speaker George H. Falter, III, Esq.
Moderator Andrew C. Cooper, Esq. Chair, Solo/Small Firm Practitioner Committee
This presentation by sole practitioner George Falter will include his observations,
experiences, tips and recommendations for attorneys considering trying cases without
medical bills, based on his experience defending such cases during his 20 years as defense
counsel. The presentation will include:
•

Comparing this to the so-called “Reptile Approach”

•

Using a “Modified Reptile Approach”

•

Threshold matters, including choosing the appropriate case, knowing how to deal with
liens and/or unpaid medical expenses, and avoiding the Attorney Grievance Commission

•

Filing the pretrial Motion to Exclude Evidence of Medical Bills, including relevant case law,
and the limitations of said motion

•

Issues that might “open the door” to unwanted evidence of past medical expenses

•

Presenting the case at trial

•

Potential Outcomes - Tales from the Front

Admission is FREE for BABC members. Register at www.baltimorebar.org.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the webinar.

April Frazier Camara, Esq.
Director, Defender Legal Services Initiatives
National Legal Aid & Defender Associations
(NLADA)

Professor Russell McClain
Law School Professor, Associate Dean for Diversity
and Inclusion, and Director of the Academic
Achievement Program, University of Maryland
Francis King Carey School of Law

Professor Sarah Redfield
University of New Hampshire School of Law

Moderators
Snehal Massey, Esq.
Turnbull, Nicholson & Sanders, P.A.

Jess Praley. Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Maryland Department of Labor

Implicit Bias refers to the attitudes or stereotypes that affect our understanding, actions, and
decisions in an unconscious manner. Unconscious bias—everyone has it. This program is designed
to elucidate how to recognize it and lessen its impact in the courtroom, workplace, and networking
events. Please send any topical questions in advance to snehalpulivarti@gmail.com and
jessicaspraley@gmail.com.

Admission is FREE! Register at www.baltimorebar.org.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the webinar.

Join the BABC's Young Lawyers' Division's
Public Service Committee for a

Volunteer Event at Duncan Street Miracle Garden

Effective Advocacy Practices
Before High Volume Courts

1842 North Collington Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21213*
Saturday, April 24, 2021 @ 1:00 p.m.

Friday, April 30, 2021
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Via Zoom
Speaker
The Honorable Elizabeth A. Kessler
Executive Office for Immigration Review
Baltimore Immigration Court

You are invited to join Immigration Law Judge Elizabeth Kessler of the Executive Office for
Immigration Review, Baltimore Immigration Court, for a conversation regarding effectively
communicating and advocating before high volume courts, including the Immigration Court. Judge
Kessler will provide an introductory overview of practicing before the Immigration Court and offer
general practice pointers regarding written and oral advocacy. Judge Kessler will also be available to
answer general questions regarding effective advocacy and the practice of law.

Admission is FREE for ALL BABC members
and non-members. Register at www.baltimorebar.org.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the webinar.

The YLD's Public Service Committee will be spreading mulch, planting transplants and seeds,
filling raised beds with dirt, weeding, and picking up trash at the Duncan Street Miracle
Garden. The garden is half-acre and made up of a large variety of fruits and vegetables. The
food grown there is often donated to churches and soup kitchens. BYO masks, hat, sunscreen,
gloves, water, and snacks. If possible, please bring gardening tools with you if you have them.
*Volunteers can park anywhere in the alley in front
of the garden or on N. Collington Avenue

COVID-19 Protocol Information:
Volunteers will be required to wear a mask while working in the garden and
keep a safe social distance from others. The garden will sanitize all tools and
other frequently touched surfaces before and after volunteer sessions.

Volunteer group is capped at 15.
To volunteer, sign-up at www.baltimorebar.org

